Acute effects of anticonvulsants on brain-stem auditory evoked potentials in rats.
Acute effects of various anticonvulsants on brain-stem auditory evoked potentials (BAEPs) in rats were tested. A high dose of phenytoin abolished all BAEP waves. Carbamazepine increased all 4 wave latencies. Phenobarbital and clonazepam increased the latencies of waves IV and III. Therefore, if BAEPs are to be used as an ancillary test for brain death, the possibility of significant effects of high dosages of anticonvulsants on BAEPs must be considered.